Subcutaneous tissue flaps in the limbs: an anatomical and clinical approach.
We present an anatomical study and clinical applications of a subcutaneous tissue flap in the limbs. This tissue, located between dermis and muscular aponeurosis, is an anatomical entity nourished by a well-developed vascular network. It is used mainly as a local flap able to bear a skin graft. Elastic, resistant, and well padded, it gives good coverage for soft tissue defects while leaving the surrounding skin untouched. In some circumstances, this simple technique can avoid delicate procedures, such as free flaps, or unsightly donor site defects after fasciocutaneous flaps.